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A recent story about the flooding on the Russian River mentioned that the flood crest would have been six feet higher if it hadn’t been for the flood control impact of the Warm Springs dam. This caused me to think about a book by Edward Tenner titled “Why Things Bite Back” which has the sub- title of “Unintended Consequences”. In this book, the author describes circumstances where various solutions or actions intended to solve a particular problem resulted in the creation of totally unanticipated problems or social changes.  The law might be stated as, “ The solution to any major problem will cause other, unanticipated problems.”





A totally unanticipated consequence of the construction of the Warm Springs dam is the increase in traffic congestion between Sonoma and Marin. Stay with me while I build the relation between Warm Springs dam and commuter traffic congestion.





Warm Springs dam was proposed as a major flood control project with the not minor secondary purpose of insuring an adequate water supply for future development in Sonoma County.  The project was supported by business interests and opposed by environmental interests.  The latter were mostly concerned with the growth potential this project would create. (I was on their side.)





The dam was built.





At a different time and place, Marin was experiencing problems in that they didn’t have the guaranteed water supply needed to continue to develop.  You must keep in mind that development in Marin means business and commercial development, not housing.  Marin has been very successful in limiting the growth of residential development to a very small number of housing units.





During this time of limited water supply, Marin actually had to stop issuing building permits. This completely stopped the development of new business locations in Marin.  An anticipated consequence of this was that new businesses or businesses needing to expand began to look north to Petaluma and Sonoma County to build.  This created a large number of jobs in Sonoma County.





Now the two events or circumstances begin to come together.





Marin realized that Sonoma County and its water agency could take care of their water supply needs. Sonoma County Supervisors, seeing an opportunity to make a little money by selling surplus water to Marin, became  willing partners.





The initial result was that Marin was able to resume building new business facilities while retaining it’s traditional restraint on new housing.  The secondary result was that the employees for these new businesses had to be imported from Sonoma County.  The end result was the congestion in commute traffic between Marin and Sonoma County.  This includes the Santa Rosa area.





But what would have happened if we hadn’t been so quick to supply Marin with water without tying it into a change in their housing policies?  Marin businesses would have had to continue to build their new facilities in Sonoma County and our residents wouldn’t have had to commute to jobs in Marin.  101 would be less congested by the amount of traffic that wasn’t going to Marin and the environmental groups wouldn’t have to be pushing for rail transit.





But that’s not the end of the story.  There is currently a proposal before the Sonoma County Supervisors to increase the amount of water they send to Marin.  This will just continue to make the existing commute worse and increase the pressure to either widen 101 or put a subsidized rail transit operation in place.





This whole picture could be turned around if the Sonoma County Supervisors, the business community and the environmental movement could all see it is in their best interest to restrict Marin’s future business development. Not providing water above Marin’s residential needs would create more jobs in Sonoma County, result in more and more profitable business development in Sonoma County, and reduce the impact on the environment of thousands of commute trips to and from Marin every work day.





A not so minor final benefit would be the reduction in time, cost and frustration the Sonoma County/Marin commuters now have to pay every 
